Synsepalum dulcificum Daniell (Sapotaceae) is an evergreen shrub native to tropical West Africa, and the fruits, and red berries have the property of modifying sour taste into sweet taste remarkably. Interestingly, the active material of the berry is the protein, miraculin, which has no taste in itself. The sweetness intensity induced by 0.02 M citric acid after 0.4 M purified miraculin solution is held in the mouth is equivalent to that of about 0.3 M sucrose. This value is equal to the maximum sweetness induced by miraculin [1].
